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Introduction
After reading about two Portuguese students sentenced to 7 years in prison for raising a toast to freedom, Amnesty International was created in 1961. Its founder, Peter Benenson, a British lawyer, wanted to create a campaign that would bring together people dedicated to generating not only a social change but a large-scale movement that would last over time. Today, Amnesty International unites 10 million people coming from more than 150 countries who care about human rights around the globe and who defend the voices of those who are oppressed (Amnesty International, n.d.). Unlike other intergovernmental organizations such as the United Nations or the World Trade Organization, Amnesty International is a nongovernmental organization. Indeed, it is distinguished by its non-profit basis as well as the fact that its members are engaged on a voluntary basis and composed mainly of civilians from different countries. Similar to Human Rights Watch, it mainly focuses on defending human rights internationally by carrying out research as well as undertaking concrete aid actions (Political Studies [...], 2014). Like any other important organization, the structure of the organization is based on an executive council headed by the chairman, Mohammed Huque. However, it is the Secretary General, Agnès Callamard, that is responsible for coordinating the operations of Amnesty as well as serving as CEO of the International Secretariat (Amnesty International, n.d.). For anything that endangers and compromises the obligations of international law, Amnesty International can provide support. As a recognition of its work, Amnesty International was awarded a Nobel Prize in 1977 for its “defense of human dignity and human rights” (The Nobel Peace Prize 1977 [...], 1978). Moreover, the organization was the recipient in 1978 of the United Nations Prize in the field of human rights (The United Nations Prize [...], n.d.). These two awards granted to Amnesty International testify to their generous contribution to respect for human rights internationally. Working in several spheres of human law, the organization participates in several different conflicts and tries to put pressure on governments and/or civilians to ensure world peace. This said, this paper will try to assess the following question: Does Amnesty International’s interventions in conflicts around the world succeed in promoting international law obligations? It is hypothesized that the organization will denounce any violations of worldwide laws and undertake actions that put forward laws and norms that represent what is being encouraged by the international community. The analysis will begin by presenting additional information about Amnesty International and then presenting three conflicts in which the organization intervened. First, the paper will deal with sexual and reproductive rights by giving the example of El Salvador and its strict laws regarding abortion. Then, the research will approach the great injustice of the immunity from prosecution of the government armed forces of South Sudan during the civil war. Finally, this paper will address the imprisonment of innocent people during the Yemen conflict, caused by the terrorist group the Houthis.
General Information about Amnesty International
To fulfill its mission of fighting the injustices to achieve a world where each right of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is respected, Amnesty International uses the power of the people. The values that motivate the non-governmental organization in its fight for international solidarity are efficient action for all individual victims, an international scope of action, impartiality, independence, democracy, mutual respect and the universality and indivisibility of human rights. As mentioned above, Amnesty acts as a non-governmental organization, and it makes it clear. The organization takes no funding from countries, IGOs, or companies because it wants to embody its mission at its fullest. And this, without having to satisfy the interests of large donors and therefore have full control over its budgetary resources. For that reason, its main sources of funding come from individual donations and charity donations as well as legacy donations which amounted to a sum of €317m in 2019 of donations dedicated to human rights work (Amnesty International, n.d.). The organization counts on the power of its volunteers to put political pressure where it is needed with the implementation of actions such as petitions and marching in the streets. The organization also writes letters to fight abuses of human rights worldwide (Amnesty International, n.d.). 

Over time, the organization went from fighting for the liberation of political prisoners to a wide range of activities related to the defense of human rights. Amnesty International also made a change in the location where it operates. It left its main office in London to divide itself into multiple small national offices closer to countries where the injustices take place (Amnesty International, n.d.). 

The organization has a close relationship with the United Nations because they both share the same values, and also because Amnesty International is one of the biggest NGOs in the field of human rights. Amnesty International grew even more as an NGO as it had a great influence in the 1993 United Nations campaign that established the International Criminal Court which bring justice to those who committed war crimes and crimes against humanity. Amnesty's main objective is to fight for human rights in any country and they cover issues in twenty topics related to social activism. The NGO fights for the rights of Indigenous communities, the LGBTQ2S+ community, children, women, victims of wars, wrongfully imprisoned or executed people and many more (Amnesty International, n.d.). Since Amnesty International has global influence, borders are not an issue, as there are volunteers in many countries who are willing to collaborate. Their constant contact with other NGOs is a vital tool in their fight for social change. However, the struggle for human rights can at times seem like a never-ending battle, as change takes a long time to establish and the organization has no executive power over any government. Only recommendations can be made by Amnesty International, as the NGO does not have the power of imposing its values on others, namely an issue in international law. Their role is thus mostly to raise awareness and put pressure on any oppressive government or group. 

Amnesty International’s Intervention in Injustices around the World
Sexual & Reproductive Rights: The ban on abortion and the plausible imprisonment in El Salvador 
Back in 2007, an 18-year-old Salvadoran girl was given a 30-year sentence in prison. Carmen Guadalupe Vásquez was wrongfully accused of having undergone an abortion when she was simply the victim of a miscarriage. Since abortion is illegal in El Salvador, many women are falsely accused of this crime and suffer the consequences in prison (Amnesty International, 2016). In fact, abortion is criminalized under every circumstance in the country, even in situations such as rape or if the mother’s safety is in danger (Amnesty International, 2015). Similar to El Salvador, around fifteen countries around the world, such as the Congo, Honduras, Haiti, or the Philippines, still prohibit abortion to this day (The World’s Abortion Laws, n.d.). In fact, according to the World Trade Organization, 40% of women who are of childbearing age live in countries around the world that prohibit any form of abortion or where it is simply not accessible for everyone (Amnesty International, n.d.). While many women are penalized for having opted for their personal choice or even for simply not having the opportunity to make a decision, more than 47,000 women die of unsafe abortions each year (Amnesty International, n.d.). While Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights maintains that "everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person" (United Nations, n.d.), restrictions by some governments prevent women from having access to this said freedom. By forcing forced pregnancies, some women will resort to unsafe, life-threatening abortions. By reducing the number of countries where abortion is illegal, we could also reduce the 14 million adolescent girls who give birth as a result of unwanted sex or pregnancy (Amnesty International, n.d.). Considering that Amnesty International's primary goal is to protect individuals from a fundamental human rights violation, the cause of sexual and reproductive rights is an important issue for the organization. For instance, the government of Spain changed its decision in 2014 about banning abortion after noticing 133,000 Amnesty International supporters signing a petition to defend women’s rights (Amnesty International, 2016). As the situation occurring in El Salvador is becoming an international law issue since it goes against the rights protected internationally by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, one solution was to present the problem to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). The IACHR mission is to ensure the protection of human rights and liberties in both continents of America (South and North) (Organization of American States, n.d.). During their field study in 2019, the organization gathered information on El Salvador’s conditions and wrote a report of recommendations to the country’ State. Inter alia, they mentioned the government's obligations regarding international human rights as well as its need to match the American standard (IACHR presents Report [...], 2021). In order to put pressure on the country’s government to overturn abortion laws, Amnesty International community collected 200,000 signatures in 2015 on its petition to the former president of El Salvador (Amnesty International, 2015). 

As stated by the committee of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, any form of abortions laws lead to discrimination and oppression of women (or anyone who can biologically become pregnant) in a society (Key facts on abortion, n.d.). Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that "everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as [...] sex, [.. .], birth, or other status "(United Nations, nd). However, the restrictions of countries such as El Salvador on sexual rights for women appear to be based on a form of discrimination. Knowing that international law conventions suggest that no human should be victim of any kind of violations of their rights to life and liberty as well as a reprieve from any violence, cruelty and/or inhuman treatments, a woman's private life should be subject to her personal choices and not those of the state. To promote bodily autonomy, Amnesty International conducted research in 2014 that analyzes the effect and impacts of the El Salvadorian abortion laws on women and girls. The report called “On The Brink Of Death Violence Against Women And The Abortion Ban In El Salvador” showed that the restrictions imposed by the governments not only ended up endangering women and compromising their safety but also by killing some of them. The consequences also included the invalid imprisonment of women of all ages as they received sentences that correspond to false accusations (Amnesty International, 2014). Amnesty International’s voices have thus been heard, as other countries around the globe had raised concern to the United Nations only one month after the non-governmental organization published its report. Among others, Australia, Spain, Iceland, Slovenia, the United Kingdom as well as Germany mentioned their desire to see El Salvador dropping all their laws on abortions and imprisonment of women that were victims of miscarriage or illegal abortions (Amnesty International, 2014; Amnesty International, 2016). As a matter of international law, El Salvador was invited to a United Nations Universal Periodic Review (UPR), a United Nations mechanism that aims to assess the compliance of the 193 member countries to universal human rights (Amnesty International, 2014). As part of their "Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review [in] El Salvador '' in 2014, several countries such as Canada, Thailand, Sweden, Germany made recommendations to El Salvador regarding the protection of women within the country. For example, France’s recommendation was to “continue efforts to improve the situation of women and combat violence against women” (Report of the Working Group [...], 2014).

Finally, one of Amnesty International's greatest achievements in recent years in their struggle for sexual and reproductive rights is the creation of the My Body My Rights campaign. Launched in 2013, this international campaign aims to promote that everyone should have the right to make decisions about their body, sexuality, and reproductive activities. The goal of Amnesty International is to encourage oppressed people to break the silence and stand up for their rights. They suggest that it is not only through government pressure measures such as petitions or protests that the defendants of different causes will win their fight (Amnesty International, n.d.).

International Justice: The Impunity for Crimes Committed during the Civil War in South Sudan
	As the world’s newest nation, South Sudan was a nation full of hope as it was the key to putting an end to the war that raged in Sudan for years before. Though, two years after its creation a decade ago, in 2011, thanks to a referendum, the young country was plunged into bloodshed again. A civil war sparked when the President Salva Kiir Mayardit, of Dinkas ethnicity, the most common ethnic group, accused his Vice-President Riek Machar Teny Dhurgon, a Nuer, the second most common ethnicity in the country, of plotting a coup against him to take control of the country (Council on Foreign Relations, n.d.). Conflict broke out between the government forces, mainly composed of Dinkas who stayed loyal to the President, and the opposition forces who stayed loyal to the Vice-President. Soon, the civil war turned into an ethnic conflict. As the war waged, many crimes and violations qualified as war crimes and crimes against humanity (Behles, 2019) were committed against the civilian population by the governmental armed forces, the National Security Service (NSS), like homicides, rape, torture, etc. (Human Rights Watch, 2020). The conflict, which ended in 2018, caused thousands of casualties, more than 2 million internally displaced migrants, and more than 1 million people fled the country (Council on Foreign Relations, n.d.). The international community and Amnesty International called out the government for the impunity that soldiers who committed crimes keep enjoying. An international human right that has been violated numerous times is Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states that “[n]o one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment” (United Nations, n.d.). According to Human Rights Watch (2020), research conducted by the organization as well as Amnesty International and other organizations have gathered testimonies from 85 individuals. One 27-year-old former detainee of an NSS detention site said he “was tortured at the Riverside detention site with needles driven into his testicles” (Human Rights Watch, 2020).
Although horrendous crimes are being committed, this analysis will only focus on how the impunity related to them violates international law and the impacts of Amnesty International on the situation. As a new country, South Sudan has a short history in international law. It has signed few treaties compared to other nations, but still, it acts against its engagements. In June 2019, with the help of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), the legislative assembly of South Sudan ratified two covenants, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) along with each covenant’s First Optional Protocols after a unanimous vote (United Nations, 2019). No reservations were made upon the ratification of the documents. Since the nation has clearly expressed its consent to be bound to the two covenants by the act of ratification and no reservations have been included in the process, South Sudan must respect their content in the eyes of international law. Fortunately, according to the UNMISS, “[t]he ICCPR and ICESCR are among nine core United Nations human rights treaties and give legal force to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” (United Nations, 2019). Therefore, South Sudan is required to provide and enforce the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) rights. However, according to article 8 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “[e]veryone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law” (United Nations, n.d.). This universal right of the people living in South Sudan is not respected as they cannot get justice for the crimes they are victims of since their perpetrator is rarely brought in front of a tribunal. Amnesty International (2019) reported that “[i]mpunity once again reigned supreme in February 2016 when government soldiers forced their way into a UN civilian protection site in Malakal, attacking internally displaced people, killing at least 29 people, wounding 140 others and destroying 1,251 shelters”. 
The problem of impunity in South Sudan lies in the lack of independence and impartiality between the judicial branch of the country and the executive power according to a report published by Amnesty International in 2019 titled “South Sudan: ‘Do you think we will prosecute ourselves?’ No prospects for accountability in South Sudan”. The findings of the report were that aligned with international customs, the President of South Sudan ordered the creation of investigation committees to produce a report of events with recommendations in response to major crimes. Though, after this landmark, this said report is rarely made publicly available or it stays silent about the crimes committed by the government forces. In addition, according to this Amnesty International report, the President holds a right to veto the decisions made by military tribunals. It also found out that the President uses this right to protect his army and give amnesties to fighters. Fortunately, a solution to this problem was elaborated in the Peace Treaties of 2015 and 2018. The treaties, which failed to put an end to the violence, included the creation of a hybrid tribunal in South Sudan. This hybrid tribunal would be managed by South Sudan alongside the African Union, an African IGO of which South Sudan is a member. This hybrid tribunal would be independent of the executive branch of the country as well as impartial, leaving no veto right to the President. The tribunal would replace military tribunals and serve justice to the citizens of the country as its purpose. Be that as it may, the hybrid tribunal never saw the light of day. The government of South Sudan failed to respect the deadline for the procedures of the establishment of the tribunal and what’s more, the President hired a lobbying firm in 2019 to counter the creation of the tribunal (Human Rights Watch, 2020). A provision in the peace treaty of 2018, the Revitalized Agreement on the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan, allowed the unilateral creation of the tribunal, meaning that the African Union could set up the tribunal on its own. Nonetheless, the organization has failed to act rapidly to this day. 
The hopes of Amnesty International to end the impunity for crimes committed against the population by the armed forces lie in the creation of this tribunal. However, Amnesty International is limited in the impact it can have on the decisions as an NGO. The strategy of Amnesty is to use the relationship and influence it has with the United Nations to have the Security Council take direct action and make change happen in the country as well as reporting on the situation to raise awareness to the rest of the world. The organization wrote many official letters to communicate the importance of establishing this tool for justice to the major actors. The organization’s Secretary-General, Agnès Callamard wrote an open letter in June of this year addressed to the President and the Vice-President of South Sudan to request the realization of the hybrid tribunal to make it operational, a reform of the judicial and legal system, and the implementation of the other bodies included in the Peace Treaty (Callamard, 2021). It also wrote an open letter with many other organizations and actors to the African Union to urge the creation of the hybrid tribunal in July of 2020 to pressure the IGO to take unilateral action to create the hybrid court immediately (South Sudan Civil Society Forum et al., 2020). Amnesty International wrote another open letter to the United Nations Security Council to call for action upon the impunity crisis in South Sudan by sanctioning the country for wider reasons like sexual violence to force the country to stop those crimes and punish the aggressors alongside 16 other organizations like Human Rights Watch (Africans Rising et al., 2019). Finally, the organization continued to put political pressure on South Sudan by speaking at the United Nation Human Rights Council in 2019 to urge the nation to address the crimes of its security forces by reforming the NSS and denouncing the impunity as a violation of international law (Amnesty International, 2019). The organization is continuing to seek change in South Sudan as it continues to submit the case of Human Rights in South Sudan to the United Nations Universal Periodic Review scheduled for January and February of 2022 (Amnesty International, 2021). In its report “South Sudan: ‘Do you think we will prosecute ourselves?’ No prospects for accountability in South Sudan”, Amnesty recommended the United Nations to have the International Criminal Court (ICC) investigate (Amnesty International, 2019). The problem with that is that South Sudan is not a member of the ICC so considering that the country is likely not to request an investigation from the ICC, it is only up to the Security Council to make it happen (Human Rights Watch, 2020). Although South Sudan announced its acceptance of the hybrid tribunal at the beginning of the year (Tut Pur, N, 2021), it has not been set up to this day. It is therefore hard to determine if Amnesty International has had any impact on the impunity problem in South Sudan. 
Detention: The imprisonment of innocent people during the Yemen conflict
Yemen has suffered from wars, famines, and many other injustices. In addition to these problems, the Houthis were responsible for the incarceration and death of hundreds of innocent people in the country. The Houthis are a terrorist group that has been in control of certain zones of Yemen since 2014. Over the years, Amnesty International has exposed the abuses that were forced upon people and have demanded action from governments and terrorist groups. They’ve been doing an investigation on what’s going on in these detention centers. 

To shortly explain the situation in Yemen, the Houthis are an extremist Islamic group that uses physical force to spread their religious beliefs. They represent a minority in the world and have been at war with the United States for years now. In 2014, they took over Sana’a. By taking over the city, they became invincible and forced people into an authoritarian regime. People with different beliefs than the Houthis and those who disagree with the group are immediately punished and are sent to prison or are violated. Breaking into people’s homes without a warrant, not letting the “suspects” go to trial are all violations of human rights. Many organizations raised their concerns including Amnesty International. Twelve former detainees of the terrorist group participated in the NGO’s investigation. Two of them were not even given a trial and they were brutalized during their sentence. On top of that, in July 2018, Amnesty International reported 51 cases of a violation of human rights. According to international law, to imprison someone, the person accused has the right to a trial, a lawyer and actual evidence that proves that they’re guilty and neither of these things are given to these people. Amnesty International has also demanded the liberation of 10 journalists held for spying on the Houthis (Staff, 2019). They were doing their job as journalists, but it went against the new leaders of some zones of Yemen, so they suffered the consequences. Any person can ask the government to free innocent people from detention centers, but big organizations have a higher chance of getting attention. Amnesty has asked several requests at the end of their investigation, which will be supported by the UN.

Even if this organization did not hold the same responsibility as the United Nations, they are still important in this conflict. Society tends to forget that reports, petitions and pressure on governments are efficient ways of handling conflict. International law demands cooperation between states and international organizations, and Amnesty International is part of it. In order to present a case in court or fight for the liberation of an oppressed group, testimonials are mandatory, and this NGO gave a voice to the victims of the terrorist group, the Houthis. The universal declaration of Human Rights states that any person has the right to live freely. Amnesty reinforces these rights and builds its cases and investigations on solving issues related to the violation of the declaration. However, this international organization cannot put restrictions or sanctions on states or people, which leads to them collaborating and giving advice to the UN. It is still an important role in this conflict because they have given the victims the opportunity to tell their stories. Even more, the UN couldn’t ignore this organization, so they had to intervene in the conflict. Human rights are an important issue to international law and some organizations have the duty to promote these values. Amnesty International pushes people to fight with them for a better and more just world.

Conclusion
	To conclude, this analysis will have first discussed that Amnesty International has succeeded in taking actions regarding sexual and reproductive rights that put pressure on several governments regarding their laws prohibiting abortion. While its tools for justice have enabled countries like Spain to rectify their constitution, there is still a long way to go when it comes to the fight to make abortion acceptable in El Salvador. Then, Amnesty International attacked the problem of impunity lying in South Sudan by spreading awareness to the rest of the world with their reports that denounce the failure of the government to provide justice to its population that is often harmed by the National Security Service. Even by writing letters to the main actors in this injustice and putting pressure on the United Nations and the Security Council as well as making recommendations to present the case to the International Criminal Court, Amnesty International has not provoked change on its own in South Sudan to resolve this violation of international law. Finally, it was presented that the Houthis are still in control of Yemen’s capital and other parts of the country. Even by putting pressure on governments and other organizations as well as demanding action, Amnesty International is incapable of ending the conflict, and leaves them powerless. Contacting the UN and writing reports on the injustices happening in the country are important but not enough to make themselves look credible. One could say that awareness is not stopping people from imprisonment. With regard to the hypothesis, this paper proved that even though Amnesty International had intervened in several injustices worldwide and has undertaken plenty of different actions, the organization does not seem to have efficient power. Indeed, it has no jurisdiction to impose change with sanctions or any other measures as well as it resolves to only put pressure with the backing of its volunteers. Considering that Amnesty is becoming less efficient in its battles as it keeps diversifying its field of actions, would the organization be more effective if it focused on fewer social issues?
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