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Alberta’s Political Landscape
Since 2019, the United Conservative Party led by Premier Jason Kenney has been in power in Alberta. Within this Canadian province, the Premier is in power for four years and during elections, citizens are called upon to vote for the candidate they wish to see in the Legislative Assembly. It is the party which obtains the most seats in the Assembly which is declared victorious and can then compose the Alberta government. The Legislative Assembly contains 87 seats in total and each position is held by a Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) that is either from the ruling party or from one of the opposition parties (since the 2019 elections, only 1 opposition party sits in the Assembly). Moreover, the legislative power is also composed of the lieutenant-governor, namely Salma Lakhani since 2020 in Alberta, which has the responsibility to ensure the governmental and ceremonial duties. The 2019 election drew a record number of voters to Alberta, totaling 1,905,520 people (“2019 Provincial General […]”, 2019, par. 1). In the last elections, the UCP emerged victorious with a majority government, 63 seats in the legislative assembly. Kenney's government collected 55.12% of the vote share. The main opposition party is the New Democratic Party led by Rachel Notley and the party holds the remaining 24 seats in the legislature (“Alberta Votes 2019 […]”, 2019). Despite some similarities in the promises of the two main political parties, it is possible to conclude that in general, the United Conservative Party would have ideas leaning more to the right while the New Democrat Party could be considered leftist (Bratt, 2019, par. 2). Finally, during his 2019 election campaign, Jason Kenney made several promises, some such as the elimination of the carbon tax or the transition to private options in the health system (Graney & Clancy, 2019, par. 1, 5). However, these promises mainly had to be put aside a little with the arrival of this global pandemic, the Covid-19.
Alberta’s Policy on Covid-19
During the first wave of Covid-19, Alberta was among the best Canadian provinces in terms of managing the virus. Indeed, the UCP acted quickly by first closing schools and daycares as of March 15, 2020 (Slack, 2020, par. 7). The measures issued by the government reflected the good relationship between the government and Alberta Public Health, something that changed during the second wave. In brief, the first wave was well handled by Kenney, but it became more complex with the arrival of the second wave.
In August 2020, while the number of cases was relatively low during the summer, the summer period coming to an end, it was at this time that the Alberta government took the necessary measures and made the wearing of a mask mandatory for everyone in Edmonton and Calgary (Karstens-Smith, 2020, par. 23). For example, the Face Covering Bylaw program made the mask mandatory in places like public indoor spaces, public transit, and others, but with exceptions, such as children under 2 years-old (“Covid-19 – Face Coverings Bylaw”, 2021, par. 1). On September 1, 2020, the Kenney government allowed the reopening of schools, with the wearing of masks. However, as of September 9, a first case of Covid-19 broke out in a school, leading to several other outbreaks in different schools in the province (Herring, 2021, par. 19, 20). In addition, the province of Alberta had reached 1 million tests administered since the start of the pandemic on September 4 (Karstens-Smith, 2020, par. 26). 
October was the month in which the highest number of active cases has been recorded since the very beginning of Covid-19, reaching a total of 3,138 cases (“Alberta hits […]”, 2020, par. 1). In addition, on October 26, the government asked the people of Calgary to limit the gatherings to a maximum of 15 people (Herring, 2021, par. 25). Regarding the impact of the reopening of schools, the province experienced during the month of October an increase in the number of cases among people of school age, however, the number of tests carried out among young people decreased (“What you need […]”, 2020, par. 7). As of November 10th, Alberta registered 8,090 active cases in the province as well as more than 200 hospitalizations (Romero, 2020b, par. 1, 2). On November 12 and 24, Premier Jason Kenney announced various restriction measures like the prohibition of indoor gatherings, other regulations regarding sports and theatre clubs as well as the closing of high schools (Short, 2020, par. 4; Herring, 2021, par. 29). November 18th appeared to be the first time when the province of Alberta reached 1000 new cases in a day, which afterwards simply became a routine (Herring, 2020, par. 23). In December 2020, Alberta, constituting only 12% of the population of Canada, became the most contaminated province in Canada, having more than a quarter of active cases of Covid-19. This had the effect of introducing very severe restrictions, like a very strict lockdown that will last through the holiday season, to prevent the spread of the virus and to avoid the “destruction” of the health system (Herring, 2020, par 4, 6, 32). The government also imposed the closure of several businesses. On December 5, Alberta recorded the highest number of cases since the start of the pandemic with a total of 1,879 in a single day in addition to reaching 21,135 active cases in the following week. The province also hit 1000 deaths since the beginning of the crisis and got its first case of variant during the month. However, December appeared to be the first month in which vaccines were administered to some citizens, such as health care workers (Herring, 2021, para. 30-34). 
In January 2021, Premier Kenney then backed down measures regarding outdoor gatherings in addition to allowing a few businesses to reopen (Herring, 2021, para. 37). Phase 1 of the vaccination plan began in January, with the vaccination of people aged 75 and over and other eligible people such as healthcare workers and some Native Americans (“COVID-19 vaccine program”, n.d.). On February 8, Kenney announced the reopening of bars and restaurants, but with certain restrictions regarding, such as the number of people allowed. Some permissions were also given regarding sports and fitness groups as well as children's activities (Pearson, 2021, par. 4, 9, 12). On February 17, the government claimed that 155,532 doses of vaccine had been administered and that 58,674 people had received two doses of vaccine (Penner, 2021, par. 11). Lastly, Alberta’s policy during the month of March was mainly focused on the distribution of vaccines to the population and as the number of cases declined, to give more liberties to the population by passing onto the Step 2 of its re-opening plan (Mertz, 2021b, par. 1, 3). 
Praises and Critics of Alberta’s Policy on Covid-19 
One of the main praises for Alberta's handling of Covid-19 during the beginning of the second wave was the death rate, which was considerably low compared to some Canadian provinces. Indeed, the death rate is a good indicator to identify the tenacity of the virus in each province. As of September 2020, the death rate was 57.3 per million population in Alberta, compared to Quebec where it was 708 per million, or Ontario with 192 per million. In addition, another praise for the Government of Alberta could be the management of hospitals (Staples, 2020a, par. 5). Indeed, Alberta was relatively successful in preventing hospitals from becoming overcrowded at the beginning of the second wave, as only 39 people were in hospital and 7 in ICU on September 15, 2020 (Staples, 2020b, par. 8). During this period, the number of active cases reached 1,491 (Romero, 2020a, par. 2).
However, as months went by, the number of cases has increased considerably, reaching in November 2020 a record number since the start of the pandemic of 1,731 new cases in one day (“Alberta marks [...]”, 2020, par. 1). In response to this increase in the number of cases, Premier Kenney then implemented new measures to reduce this augmentation, and also to lighten the province's health care system. The Government of Alberta then banned all indoor and outdoor gatherings. In addition, the mask had been made mandatory throughout the province in addition to the closure of all non-essential businesses. For retail services, the occupant capacity was limited to 15% (Torrens et al., 2020, par. 1, 2, 4). These restrictions imposed by Kenney have been good for Alberta, as the province has seen the number of cases drop. While cases totaled 875 on January 13, 2021, in February the total was 305 for one day (Boothby, 2021, par. 2; Bench, 2021, par. 2). In brief, Kenney's measures seem to have worked well and reduced both the number of cases and deaths, which is a positive aspect of the second wave for Alberta.
However, the management of the second wave of Covid-19 by the government of Alberta has been the subject of several criticisms. In January 2021, the results of a poll conducted by Leger presented that the government of Alberta was standing last in the ranking of the population's satisfaction towards their government. Indeed, Alberta's United Conservative Party has received a low rate of satisfaction from the public with only 27% of people saying they are happy with the government's management in the face of the Covid-19 pandemic. The results of the survey in Alberta stand out greatly from other Canadian provinces, as it can be seen by the fact that the second lowest satisfaction rate was for Premier Doug Ford's Progressive Conservative government in Ontario with a score of 57% (Valleau, 2021, par. 2, 4). One of the explanations of this dissatisfaction on the part of Albertans could be related with the scandal when members of the UCP government left on a trip during the health crisis, at a time when non-essential travel had to be avoided as much as possible. For a province that at one point had the highest number of Covid-19 cases in the country, these overseas trips by Kenney's team had come under heavy criticism. For example, one of the most publicized cases was the trip to Hawaii by the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Tracy Allard, who on her return was not even fired by Kenney. This had been badly received by the population, which had for some time followed strict restrictions established by the government of Jason Kenney (Valleau, 2021, par. 7).
In addition, critics mostly point out the lack of listening by Kenney to specialists in the medical field, which resulted in large part in a failure in terms of managing the spread of the virus during the second wave. During the first wave, Kenney listened to experts, particularly Dr Deena Hinshaw, and their recommendations greatly helped the government to imposed measures that prevented explosions. However, the second wave went quite differently, as Kenney stopped listening to specialists and focused more on his personal ideas. For instance, infectious disease experts provided comments to the fact that Alberta was slow to react, to impose its restrictions and that all this would have affected the duration of the lockdown (Short, 2020, par. 9). Back in December 2020, some experts supposed that the delay in the implementation of various measures would have a major impact, on a short-term basis, by overloading the health system, and especially during the Christmas period. As a response to the propositions of professionals in the medical field, the government defended itself by saying that such restrictions should be taken as a last resort since they entail enormous costs (Short, 2020, par. 13). As perceptible with the answer concerning the costs generated by the implementation of more stringent measures, many people have mentioned that the government seemed more concerned with its economic performance and its preservation of citizens' freedoms than the health of its own citizens (Neveu, 2020, par. 4). Another example of Kenney's lack of attention to specialists is when a group of healthcare professionals, to put pressure on the UCP, created a letter that they signed and where they proposed the implementation of a “circuit-breaker lockdown”. Premier Jason Kenney responded that the measures he had put in place aimed to reduce the spread of the virus, without however imposing significant limits that could have had a negative impact on the lives of the population (Herring, 2020, par. 29, 33). Once again, by these very conservative responses, Kenney seems to have lacked concern for the advice and opinions of experts, something that could have greatly helped the situation in the province.
The fact that the Government of Alberta allowed the return to class in September resulted in more complex and difficult management of the propagation of the virus as well as acting as one of the main causes of the second wave. Furthermore, the return in class in September 2020 was an important factor in the transmission of the virus, and the situation had not been reported in a timely manner to health authorities. When the school reopened, the government of Alberta had no data to identify cases that could have been transmitted within the schools. In addition, the situation got worse as the Chief Medical Officer of Health, Deena Hinshaw, announced that Alberta was having some troubles with their contact tracing system that “had become overwhelmed” (Herring, 2020, par 11, 12, 14, 19).
Quebec's policy on Covid-19 
The summer period having led to a significant drop in the number of cases in Quebec, Legault’s government then began the month of August 2020 by allowing gatherings of 250 people, a change of the previous measures which allowed only 50 (Thomas, 2021, par. 54). On August 20, almost 16,000 tests had been carried out during that day (Henriques, 2020b, par. 11). The month of September was quite rough for Quebec. Indeed, on September 4, the government was forced to disclose the figures for cases in schools following pressure from the population. Also, it was in September that the government began distributing fines to people who did not wear masks, a mandatory government measure. It was on September 20 that the scientific chiefs of Quebec unveiled that we were entering from that date into the second wave of Covid-19 (Thomas, 2021, par. 57, 59, 61). In October, the Quebec government announced the closure of restaurants and gatherings for the red zones, measures that were in place for two four-week periods (Thomas, 2021, par. 65). It is also during this month that the Quebec population was invited to install the COVID Alert application, a platform that detect if a person ran into a someone with Covid-19 (Boire-Schwab et al., 2021, p. 36). During the month of November, Premier Legault made several false hopes to the population concerning the possibility of allowing gatherings during the holiday season (Thomas, 2021, par. 69). However, at the beginning of December, the Quebec government reversed its decision and finally banned all gatherings during Christmas. However, December 2020 was beneficial in terms of the start of vaccination. Indeed, Pfizer and Moderna were accepted by Health Canada, and people living in long-term care residents became eligible for vaccination (Thomas 2021, par. 70, 71, 72, 74). The start of the new year was rather difficult for Quebec, as it can be seen with the 2,869 new cases that were reported on a short-term period of 24h (Kassam & Rowe, 2021, par. 2). Following this major increase, the government then imposed a curfew from 8 pm to 5 am throughout the province until further notices on February 8, 2021. Also, measures, such as the obligation to test negative before returning to Quebec during a trip, had been implemented (Thomas, 2021, par. 79, 80). At the beginning of February, the government loosened some measures, but without removing the curfew in Quebec. As of February 7, 2021, the death toll from the Covid-19 virus since the beginning of the crisis has exceeded 10,000. Variants also began to spread a lot in February, as 11 different types of variants were reported. Finally, it was towards the end of the month that Health Canada authorized the AstraZeneca vaccine for the Quebec population (Thomas, 2021, par. 84, 85, 86, 91). 
Appreciation rate of Legault by the population
One of the interesting elements of the management of the crisis by the government of François Legault is the high level of satisfaction that the Premier obtained from the Quebec population following polls. Since the start of the second wave, despite many criticisms he has received regarding the high number of cases and deaths, Legault has managed to maintain a good level of satisfaction. Indeed, in August 2020, Legault had received the score of 65% from the citizens. Then, in December 2020, Premier Legault obtained a score of 64% (“The year [...]”, 2020). However, the fact that there is only a slight downgrade is surprising. Indeed, with all the changes that Legault made to the measures, often referred to the “yo-yo” maneuvers, could certainly have worked against him. Finally, if we look at his score in March 2021, Legault ended up with a result of 62% (“Premiers’ Performance [...]”, 2021). In March 2021, the Quebec population was still facing a curfew, something that displeased many citizens, so it is possible to conclude that the work and leadership of Legault seems to have weighted more in the balance than the restrictions he imposed. 
10,000 PAB recruiting program across the province
One of François Legault's excellent accomplishments during the second wave is the establishment of a training program to hire PABs in medical centers across the province. In a period of three months, the government was able to send more than 11,577 people to school. On September 8, 2020, it was 7,073 PAB who entered the workforce with a salary of $ 26 per hour. This program not only created several jobs, but also helped to save lives by replacing vacant places in hospitals and medical centers in the province. The arrival of many candidates in medical centers had also given a break to healthcare workers who had been working non-stop since the start of the pandemic. As of December 22, 6,829 people remained, representing 96% who continued their employment in the months following the start of their mandate. In both public and private long-term care centers across Quebec, the program has enabled a 39% increase in the workforce. In short, Legault's plan worked well and it is a great achievement of the pandemic (Hachey, 2020, par. 8, 9, 40, 48).
Keeping the economy going while preventing outbreaks
During the second wave, Legault opted for several measures that allowed the economy, including some companies, to continue operating while ensuring that there was not a big increase in cases. This can be represented by the fact that for spring break, Quebecers were able to take advantage of services, such as the cinema, arenas, and swimming pools, while remaining as safe as possible. At that time, Legault has established clear regulations that allowed the population to enjoy the break, but without causing too many outbreaks. In fact, the curfew remained active during this period, ending at 8 p.m. in the red zones and 9:30 p.m. in the orange zones. This color system is also an idea of ​​the Government of Quebec that was designed to help differentiate and accommodate the different regions according to the number of cases. The government had banned all gatherings during the March break and travel between different regions was not recommended (“Legault announces […]”, 2021, par. 2, 6, 10). This balance between the safety of citizens and the reopening of the economy in the province was a good thing done by the government during the second wave.

The lack of consistency in the actions and words of the government of Quebec 

One of the main critics of the government of Quebec concerns their lack in terms of communication. The Coalition Avenir Quebec often mentioned news and regulations about certain measures to the population, but those announcements were subsequently withdrawn or modified. Indeed, we can see it with the controversy that arose before the holiday season when Legault had announced several permissions concerning the gatherings for Christmas but ended up changing everything regarding his promises. According to experts, this lack of precision in communications could be the reason why the population of Quebec was less following the government’s restrictions. To demonstrate this, it is 48% of the population of Quebec that claimed to have seen people out of their “bubble” during the holiday season (Gordon & Shingler, 2021, par. 33, 37). More and more flexibility was felt among the population during the second wave and even the penalties and consequences imposed by the government were no longer suitable for maintaining order. This "yo-yo" effect was mostly pointed out by business owners, who have suffered several difficult times since the beginning of the health crisis. With government often changing directions, the Canadian Federation of Independent Business (CFIB) reported that it has been difficult for companies to keep pace (Rainville & Patterson, 2021, par. 2, 4). 
Another aspect criticized by several experts is the lack of consistency between the actions undertaken by the government of Legault. Indeed, many raise the illogical aspect that wearing a mask was compulsory in public places outside and inside, but not in schools back in September. At the start of the school year in September 2020, young people, mostly in elementary school, were not required to wear the mask when they were seated at their desks. Several experts, such as Dr. Parisa Ariya, claimed that the worst place for the virus to spread is indoors. Moreover, knowing that the mask is an excellent means of preventing contagion, it is illogical to have allowed such a measure (Lapierre, 2020, par. 9, 11, 12). According to many, the government should have acted in prevention rather than imposing a measure in the hope for the consequences to be not too negative. In addition, the opening of schools was also criticized, since the government had allowed the return to class, but without first ensuring that the schools were well ventilated. Véronique Hivon from the Parti Quebecois had raised that the CAQ should have put in place a means to improve air quality in schools in addition to ensuring that students and staff had access to a rapid and effective screening (“As coronavirus numbers [...]”, 2020, par. 1).

Which of the two approaches was better?
	
	ALBERTA
	QUEBEC

	
	August 2020
	March 2021
	August 2020
	March 2021

	Number of total cases
	10,843 cases (August 1, 2020)
(“The latest numbers […]”, 2020)
	133,795 cases (March 1, 2021)
(Bourne, 2020)
	59,458 cases (August 1, 2020)
(Henriques, 2020a)
	288,353 cases (March 1, 2021)
(Laframboise, 2021)

	Number of deaths
	196 deaths (August 1, 2020)
(“The latest numbers […]”, 2020)
	1,914 deaths (March 6, 2021)
(Small, 2021)
	5,678 deaths (August 1, 2020)
(“The latest numbers […]”, 2020)
	10,399 deaths (March 1, 2020)
(Laframboise, 2021)

	Total number of tests
	685,297 tests (August 1, 2020)
(Bourne, 2020
	3,418,308 tests (March 1, 2021)
(Bourne, 2020)
	842,611 tests (August 1, 2020)
(COVID cases […], 2021)
	6,691,155 tests (March 1, 2021)
(COVID cases […], 2021)

	Population
	4,436,258 (Population statistics, 2021)
	8,574,571 (Varrella, 2021)



The second wave was rather difficult for Alberta. For Quebec, the government managed to handle it better than the previous one, without however denying that the figures have remained relatively high. Indeed, the reopening of schools in September and January as well as the holiday period of 2020-2021 are examples of situations that have contributed to the increase in cases. On the Alberta side, the death toll was almost ten times higher in March than April. For Quebec, the ratio of deaths doubled during the same period. In terms of number of cases, Alberta and Quebec were similar, representing respectively 2.77 and 2.67 of cases per 100 inhabitants. Overall, it is possible to notice that the second wave was quite tough for Alberta, although the figures for Quebec do not show the opposite. Finally, in terms of tests, Quebec and Alberta carried out a similar percentage of tests within the population, but Quebec carried out 6.69% more screening tests throughout the population than Alberta during the 2nd wave.
Management of school reopening in September 2020
Alberta and Quebec are two Canadian provinces that both opted for rather similar measures during the second wave of Covid-19. Indeed, Kenney and Legault authorized the return to class for the young people in September 2020. In both cases, the wearing of the mask was not mandatory, which is something that raised several criticisms. However, the concept of “bubble” in the province of Quebec seems to have been more reasonable, as only subgroup of 6 people were allowed while it was 15 in Alberta (“How does back-to-school [...]”, 2020, par. 11; Mussa, 2020, par. 2). Following the reopening of schools, the number of cases increased in both provinces. As of September 15 in Quebec, 377 cases were detected in schools, from 223 different institutions (Riga, 2020, par. 1). By the end of September, Alberta had 154 schools where cases had been detected (Mayes, 2020, par, 3). The increase in the number of cases degenerated so much in Alberta between September and November that the government had to impose the closure of high schools on November 24, 2020 (Herring, 2021, par. 29).
Post holiday season management
The return of the holiday season in January was rather catastrophic for both provinces. However, despite the increase in the number of cases, Kenney as well as Legault made it possible for the young people to return to class. In the case of Quebec, the government had ordered the closing of the classes where plausible contagions could occur. It worked well, as the number of cases over a three-week period declined for people of 20 years-old and under, from 465 cases as of January 10, 2021 to around 300 by the end of the month. In Alberta, the same phenomenon occurred, a drop in the number of cases three weeks after classes resumed in person. However, the main difference between the two provinces relates to measures that apply to the entire population. The Quebec government, in the hope of reducing the number of cases, imposed a curfew in January from 8pm to 5am for all Quebecers. From a completely different perspective, Kenney, known to prioritize the economy, has opted for the reopening of businesses, such as restaurants (Perreaux, 2021, par. 5, 6). Despite public criticism for Legault’s government, the curfew remains a method that has worked well in terms of reducing the number of cases. Indeed, while the number of cases was 2,882 at the start of the curfew, it ended up being at 1,250 a month later. The hospitalization rate also fell by 28% following the imposition of the curfew (Perreaux & Grant, 2021, par. 3, 4). That said, the Quebec measures were beneficial in the first months of 2021, unlike Alberta where cases have increased.
Governments’ communication issues
During the second wave, both governments of Alberta and Quebec appear to have been criticized for certain communications problems. In the two provinces, several pointed out the "yo-yo" measures, namely the fact that the Premier would have announced certain measures and then change their minds shortly after. In the case of Alberta, for example, restaurant owners have reportedly mentioned their desire for Kenney to stop opening and closing restaurant businesses (Mertz, 2021a, par. 12, 13). On the Quebec side, business owners also complain that this "yo-yo" was difficult for their businesses, as they were always planning for new strategy of reopening (Rainville & Patterson, 2021, par. 10). 
Another communication problem in Alberta is related to issues within government. For example, when ministers from the United Conservative Party traveled during the second wave, Kenney told the media that this situation could have been caused by his misinformation to his team about adherence to sanitary rules. However, many criticize him, because it should have been clear from the start that his team were aware that it was necessary to set an example for the population. As businesses went bankrupt and others lost their jobs, government officials traveled, so this situation was frowned upon by the population. (Anderson, 2021, par. 16). In Alberta, the second wave was very different from the first one, as Premier Kenney seems to have ceased to cooperate and adhere to the proposals of Public Health and Dr. Deena Hinshaw. Tensions could be perceived between the two institutions, as on the one hand the government seemed more concerned about the economy while Hinshaw wanted to protect the population. Some even refer this situation to political interference. Kenney and Hinshaw seem, during the second wave, not to have had the same goals and not the same vision regarding the management of the pandemic. However, in times of crisis, many mentioned the necessity for both to have similar ideas and cooperate to achieve the same goal (Neveu, 2020, par. 1, 4, 8). In brief, several communications issues arose between August 2020 and March 2021 in Alberta. 
For Quebec, the communications problems were more related to Premier Legault announcements, which were often modified some time later. The concrete example would be before the holiday break in December, when the government announced that some gatherings would be allowed, but a few weeks later, Quebec had backtracked and then prohibited all types of gatherings for the holiday season. This change was caused by an increase in hospitalizations and deaths, but still left several critics from the public (Thomas, 2020, par. 1). 
What could Alberta have done better to fight Covid-19?
UCP chief Jason Kenney, after the scandal over vacations taken by some members of the government, should have automatically fired ministers who had traveled. For example, following her trip to Hawaii, Municipal Affairs Minister Tracy Allard should have been fired by Kenney. Indeed, at a time when travel was strongly discouraged, the fact that MLAs took vacations in other countries can be seen as quite irresponsible. People in a position of public trust should absolutely have followed the rules and recommendations, just like the population. In fact, the people of Alberta made many sacrifices during the pandemic and to see people who work for the government not following the rules can be upsetting. Moreover, this refusal of layoff by Kenney could certainly have affected the confidence of the people towards him. Through actions like these, where his personal relationships seemed to have affected his judgment, it is possible to understand why his approval rating of the population reached a low percentage during the second wave. If Kenney directly fired the members who had traveled, several scandals could have been avoided and the public would have perhaps better recognized his work.
In addition, the leader of the UCP should have been less preoccupied with the economy of the province and given more importance to the health of citizens, either by listening to the experts and by imposing a lockdown. With the number of cases reaching 1,000 per day in November 2020, it would have been good to confine the population following this explosion. Indeed, Kenney could have followed the recommendations of the experts who sent him a letter back in 2020 that proposed the implementation of a complete lockdown. This would not only have been beneficial for hospitals, which were very busy during this period, but also by preventing an increase in cases (Herring, 2020, par. 23, 29, 31, 32). Another good option could have been ton implement a curfew, similarly to what Quebec did back in January. This technique led to a big decrease in the number of cases in Quebec, so the results could have been the same in Alberta, considering that the situation was alike in both provinces at that time.
Also, an excellent way to prevent an increase in cases during the second wave would have been to improve the screening system when the schools reopened in September 2020. In fact, following the reopening of school classes, Alberta has experienced several problems concerning screening tests. Not only, the province did not succeed in time to detect certain cases, but there were problems related to the contact tracing system that was completely swamped (Herring, 2020, par 11, 12, 14). A good way to do it could have been to use the screening tests which emit results in less than 15 minutes. This screening technique having been approved by Health Canada around September 2020, Alberta could have used this method in schools. It could have been beneficial considering that the reopening of classrooms greatly contributed to the increase in cases. This method had also been used in the United States and had demonstrated a good functioning, although the real laboratory tests remain superior. Briefly, the 15 minutes screening tests would have greatly helped the cause and saved several problems related to the screening system in the province (Saba, 2020, par. 1, 2).
Finally, Premier Kenney has clearly lacked openness and critical thinking during the second wave. Indeed, Kenney has often denied his mistakes and has repeatedly tried to evade questions or comments regarding the situation in Alberta. For example, after an interviewer asked him to explain the management of the crisis in Alberta, considering the province to be low in the rankings, Kenney stated that he did not wish to respond and said he did not appreciate the "Alberta-bashing" (Mason, 2020, para. 10). Also, Jason Kenney seemed to have stop listened to Dr Deena Hinshaw during the second wave. If the government of Alberta had done the same thing as during the first wave by following the recommendations of the Public Health of Alberta, maybe things would have been different. Too much focus on the provincial economy, it is possible to conclude that Kenney may have somehow neglected the health of the population of Alberta.
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